
RED SHIRT DAY had students throughout the 
school wearing their favorite shirts in support 
of the Red Ribbon Week celebration.

STUDENTS showed their creativity in 
costumes by saying Boo to Drugs on the final 
day of Red Ribbon Week.

TEACHERS also got into the spirit of the week 
with their own creative costumes.

In 1988 the first national Red 
Ribbon celebration was held. It was 
started in California as a way to 
remember the sacrifices made by a 
young DEA agent named Enrique 
“Kiki” Camarena, who on the verge 
of breaking an important drug 
case, was kidnapped and murdered 
by the leaders of a drug cartel in 
Mexico. 

Since then students all around 
the country have pledged to live 
drug free and avoid the use of 
illegal drugs.

Students and faculty at Slider 
Middle School have used each of 
the days to serve as a specific 
reminder of the commitment to 
remain drug free. 

Each day of the week, students 
participated in activities to raise 
awareness; such as wearing red 
ribbons, wearing red socks one day 
and red shirts the next, having a 
crazy red hair day, and finishing 
the week with halloween costumes 
to, say “Boo” to drugs.

In preparation 
for Friday’s dance, 
a team of teachers 
went from class to 
class looking for 
creative costumes. 
The top four were 
r e w a r d e d w i t h 
h u g e b a g s o f 
goodies. First place 
we n t t o Fe r n i e 
F l o r e s , w h o 
designed his own 
M i c h a e l M y e r s  
c o s t u m e f r o m t h e m o v i e , 
“Halloween.” Second place went to 
sixth-grader Marisela Zubia who 
dressed as the Mad Hatter. Third 
place went to Matthew Nieto who 
designed a costume around the 
theme of spilled spaghetti, and 
fourth place went to Alexis Pinales 
who made a very realistic female 
pirate. 

“This year we had so many 
original costumes it was hard to 
decide,” said Mrs. Kern. Each of the 

winners were recognized during 
the dance on Friday which wrapped 
up the Red Ribbon Week festivities. 

The students danced to the 
tunes of DJ Pilo, who combined 
great music with the music videos 
on Slider’s giant theater-size 
s c r e e n . J u d g i n g f r o m t h e 
attendance, the dance was fun and 
a huge success. “I just can’t believe 
the dance is over, the time went by 
so fast,” stated seventh grader 
Melanie Elliot. 

Red Ribbon Week Celebrated At Slider

By Kayla Thornton, Erin Wells &                  

Stephanie Miranda
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E d g a r A l l e n P o e w a s a 
mysterious figure whose life was 
almost as frightening as his writing. 
Some eighth graders used their 
creativity to interpret one of his 
most famous stories.

All of Mrs. Schwartz’s reading 
classes studied the author and read 
several of his works in celebration of 
the spooky season of Halloween.

Eighth grade students had a 
frighteningly fun time reading, 
creating and presenting a project 
based on their analysis of the story, 
“The Masque of the Red Death.” The 
story, originally written in 1842, has 
been hailed as a literary classic that 
is full of symbolism.

The story follows a noble prince 
who believes he can avoid a fatal 
illness that struck the area simply 
by taking refuge in his abbey. While 
there, he entertains his guests by 
throwing a bizarre masquerade ball 
where he encounters the ‘Red Death.’

The student’s assignments were 
easy, each had to create projects that 
would better their understanding of 
the author and his story. Students 
showed their creativity through 
poems, power point presentations, 

collages and of course, masks. Then, 
each project was presented to the 
class. 

Amari Cunningham enlisted the 
help of her friends and created a 
video re-in-acting the story, including 
modernizing the presentation with a 
dance to the Michael Jackson song, 
Thriller. 

Students had to analyze the story 
and make connections to several of 
the literary elements they have been 
studying, such as: character, setting, 
theme, tone, and mood. Grades were 
based on the qual ity of their 
presentations, their understanding of 
the story, and creativity. 

SLIDER WELCOMES: NEW PARENT LIAISON

Mrs. Claudia Estrada has joined the 

Slider community as the school’s 
Parent Liaison.

C.J. Teran and Alex Martinez show off 
their mask of the pestilence from the 
“Masque of the Red Death.”

Diana De La Rosa describes the 
characters in Poe’s famous short 
story, including masqueraders at 
Prince Prospero’s ball.

Class studies 
Poe classic SCENE AND HEARD

Mrs. Claudia Estrada has been a school 
volunteer since 2003 and during that time 
has learned more than a few things about 
parents, teachers, and students. It is those 
qualities that led to her assignment as 
Parent Liaison at Slider Middle School.

A Parent Liaison is a person who 
works directly with parents and the school 
to motivate parents to get involved with 
the school community. Mrs. Estrada 
jumped right in to work on the mother/
daughter and father/son conferences at 
Americas High School.

As the mother of three daughters, two 
of which attend Slider, she knows the 

importance of communication within the 
community. 

She is currently working with the 
counselors for Career Day and will be 
hosting ESL classes at least once a month 
for parents who are interested in learning 
to speak and write English. 

“My mom is awesome and I’m glad 
she’s working here,” proudly announced 
sixth-grader, Desirae Fonseca.

Mrs. Estrada is married and has a dog 
named Bear. She enjoys shopping and 
loves to spend time with her family.

Welcome to Stallion Country Mrs. 
Estrada.

By Alex Peoples, Vanessa Antillon, & 
Alexia Fonseca



Eighth-graders take EXPLORE test
Last week students took the ACT 

EXPLORE test. EXPLORE is a program 
designed to help eighth-graders consider 
a broad range of options for their future 
by preparing them for both high school 
coursework, and post–high school 
choices.

EXPLORE is 
the first part of a 
testing system 
that goes on to 
include a similar 
t e s t f o r h i g h 
s c h o o l 
s o p h o m o r e s 
called the PLAN 
test and then the 
traditional ACT, 
which is traditionally taken 
when the student is a high school junior 
or senior. The ACT is the test everyone is 
most familiar with, as it is sometimes 
required to get into college.

All three test the student in English, 
math, reading, and science. However, the 

material tested in each program gets 
more difficult.

EXPLORE is made up of four 
a c a d e m i c t e s t s a n d o t h e r k e y 
components. The content of the tests is 

closely tied to that of the achievement 
tests in the ACT, which 
is broadly used for 
college entrance and 
placement decisions.
     There are a total of a 
hundred twenty-eight 
questions on the test. 
There are forty english 
questions, thirty math 
and reading questions 
a n d t w e n t y - e i g h t 
s c i e n c e q u e s t i o n s , 
timed at thirty minutes 

each. 
The tests have become helpful in 

giving eighth graders and their parents 
information that will help the student 
make a successful transition into high 
school.

October is always a very 
busy month on our school 
calendar, as each of the 
students have adjusted to the 
new year and our first grading 
period has ended. That means 
that a quarter of the school 
year is behind us as we 
continue to focus on the 
rema in ing three grad ing 
periods. 

Already, we see some 
very dramatic results beginning 
to take shape. Our teachers 
have found new and creative 
ways to help Stallions achieve 
greatness. It is always very 
rewarding for me to see the 
achievements our students 
have enjoyed early this school 
year.

Our fall sports teams held 
up the fine reputation of 
previous teams and competed 
on the field or the court with 
great sportsmanship and 
character.

Our second nine weeks 
will run right through the 
Thanksgiving Holiday. We know 
that these times are often the 
most chal lenging, as the 
students begin to think ahead 
to holiday gatherings and even 
travel, so it becomes even 
more important for our 
teachers to draw on their 
extraordinary skills to keep 
their lessons challenging.

We’re enjoying a great 
year and all of us in the 
administration are very proud 
of our entire school. It is truly 
great to be a Slider Stallion and 
be par t of the greatest 
educational community in the 
Socorro district. 

By Kristian Armendarez & Selene Hernandez
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Sixth graders compete in VASSP
The Volunteer After School Sports Program (VASSP) is a program initiated by the 

Socorro Independent School District to give sixth grade students an opportunity to 
participate in a variety of after school sports. Each school in the district has a VASSP 
coordinator and uses volunteers to run the programs.

One of the benefits of the program is 
to encourage an active lifestyle among 
sixth graders and to give them a chance 
to compete.

Going on now is the sixth grade 
soccer program. The team is coached by 
Mr. Moreno and is 5-1-0. The team 
competes against other schools in the 
district.

VASSP also offers cheerleading for 
sixth grade girls and the group is helped 
by eighth grade student Elizabeth 
Moreno. 

Slider VASSP coordinator is Mrs. Josie Williams who has been volunteering for 
three years. Mrs. Williams said, “Coach Moreno gives the team real Slider spirit and the 
team really looks up to him for inspiration.”

During the spring, the school will have a track and field team competing against the 
other schools as well.

http://www.act.org/aap/index.html
http://www.act.org/aap/index.html


The Stallion basketball teams have 
s t a r t e d t h e i r s e a s o n s a n d h a v e 
represented Slider athletics well.

Seventh-grade boys

The seventh-grade boys basketball 
team has started the season in an 
impressive way by defeating their first two 
opponents. They opened the season with a 
lopsided win over Ensor, 42-29 and 
continued their winning ways by 
destroying Paso Del Norte, 59-19. Coach 
Valdez is pleased with the balanced play 
from the team and the effort by the boys. 
“This is the most talented team I’ve ever 
had,” Coach Valdez complimented.

Boys on the team include Parker 
Cunningham, Jose Terrazas, Al’Tristen 
Licon, Jacob Rorhedro, Jacob Velez, Jacob 
Lopez, Aaron Corona, Adam Duran, 
Andrew Perez, Dominic Sepulveda, Arthur 
Andrade , Andrew A gui lar, Histro 
Gonzales, and Chance Maxwell.

Eighth-grade boys

Starting the season with two big wins, 
the Stallion eighth-grade basketball team 
has dominated the teams they’ve played 

with an explosive offense and 
stingy defense. Beating Ensor 
handily set the team on a 
course to play the tough Paso 
Del Norte team. 

The game began as many 
expected with a close first half 
but the boys played hard and 
were able to pull away in the 
second half. As Coach Serna 
observed, the team has to be 
m o r e c o n s i s t e n t o n 
f u n d a m e n t a l s a n d ke e p 
working hard.

Eighth-grade girls

The Lady Stallions have started the 
season in grand fashion by winning their 
first two games and taking an undefeated 
record into their next contest. “The girls 
h a v e w o r k e d h a r d a n d p l a y e d 
consistently,” said Coach Elmer.

Seventh-grade girls

The seventh-grade girls have found 
the competition a bit tougher in their first 
two games. In their first game, the team 
worked hard but came up short against a 
solid Ensor. Amber Gandara opened the 

scoring for the Stallions giving hope to the 
team as there had been concerns about the 
game after having fallen to this team each 
of the last few season when playing Ensor 
in the opening game.

After a close loss to the Paso del Norte 
team, Coach Ramos complimented the 
team on their intensity but said much 
more work is needed.

“I can see improvement every week” 
Coach Ramos reported.

UIL COMPETITION
Teachers are currently recruiting students 
interested in competing in UIL events.

There are competitions in many areas, 
including math, science, history, spelling, art, 
and speaking events.

If you want to learn more about these 
prestigious contests, please ask your teachers.

CHICK-FIL-A CALENDARS
NJHS is selling Chick-Fil-A calendars for $6 
each. The calendars have great coupons and 
offers that make them very valuable.

If you are interested in getting one of these 
calendars, please stop by P-14 before or after 
school .

There is a limited number of them so hurry 
and get yours!
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